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We hope you enjoy our story and

love spreading kindness and
acceptance as much as we do.

Love,
Brandon & Skylar
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There are some things he's good at and some
things that are hard for him just like all of us.
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Brandon is smart, just in a different way.
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Brandon's brain forgot to teach him how to

speak. Even though he can't speak he still likes
to have fun and be loved just like you.
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Brandon also has a hard time following directions, has the need to

feel certain objects or materials very frequently, and has a hard time
understanding and learning things as quickly as other people.
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There are a few other things Brandon does differently from you. For
example he drools, uses a feeding tube to eat, and sticks his tongue

out.
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Even though some things are hard for him, there are
things he's great at.
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The most special things about Brandon are that he
is accepting of everyone, is never mean to

anybody, and has a smile that lights up a room.
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Because Brandon can't speak he sometimes uses actions like

pointing or pulling to an object he wants, uses an iPad to
communicate, and uses sign language. Isn't it amazing how
Brandon works extra hard to do things that are easy for us?
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My favorite way that Brandon shows me he

loves me is when he gives me cuddles.
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He teaches us what love is about.
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My family loves to spend time

with Brandon.
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If you're with Brandon you can help him by accepting
that he may act differently than you do, showing him
the way you do things, so he can copy you, and being

nice to him.
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Give Brandon compliments when he is

doing an excellent job.
Mostly just be nice!
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Brandon is one of a kind just like all of us. It would

be boring if we were all the same. Life is more
interesting because everyone is different.
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Help your friends and others learn
about Brandon.
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Most importantly remember Brandon
can be an amazing friend!
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This book was written about Brandon.
However, there are so many other people with
special needs who all have their own unique

challenges and strengths. Our hope is that this
book helps to create a world where people
take the time to get to know each person

despite their difficulties.
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Continue the conversation:
How are we the same?

How are we different?

What are you good at?

What is Brandon good at?

How can I be a good friend to
other people like Brandon?
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Exposing children to people with special needs promotes a more
inclusive society. This is important in helping children develop empathy.
Empathetic people are not only happier but more successful and less
aggressive. Below are some ways you can support or help your child in
understanding special needs.

Point out to your child how everyone is different —that’s what makes the
world so special and interesting. Each person with special needs has
different challenges. For example, some can’t walk or talk, and some may
learn slower.

People communicate in many ways. When you smile, nod, shake your
head, point etc. that’s all communication.

Instead of telling children not to stare at someone with special needs, you
can tell them It’s ok to say hi and introduce yourself. Children are naturally
curious and asking questions is a good thing.

Reinforce and recognize your child when he or she demonstrates positive
behaviors towards others. Name calling – even if meant as a joke can be
hurtful and is never ok.
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This is your page to add anything else you want to
say or draw about Brandon.
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